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SERMON 
PREACHED ON 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY the 23d, 1794. 


BY 


Jeremiah Joyce, /- 


Twenty-three Weeks a cloſe Priſoner in the Tower of Loxpor, 


To WHICH 1s ADDED 


AN APPENDIX, 
CONTAINING AN 
ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHOR'S ARREST 
| KOR | 
„ TREASONABLE PRACTICES;" 


His Examination before 


His Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy Council; 


HIS COMMITMENT TO THE 


TOWER, 


AND 


* 


SUBSEQUENT TREATMENT. 


Ita cui que eveniat, ut de republica nenne. | 


London : 
PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR, AND SOLD BY J. RIDGWAY), 


YORK STREET; R. b. SYMONDS, PATER-NOSTER-ROW; 
AND D. HOLT, NEWARK. 1794- 


[Pric# 18. 6d.) 
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Tur following Sermon has none of | 


thoſe merits which can render it deſer- 
ving of public attention ; it was very 
haſtily compoſed, and preached without 
the moſt diſtant view to publication: 
The circumſtances of my own arreſt, and 
impriſonment, are the only motives 
which have induced me to draw any ſhare 


the fituation in which I now ſtand may 
apologize, in ſome degree, for a publi- 
cation, which, under any other circum- 
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| ſtances, would never have been ſent to 
the preſs. 


The duties of a preacher I was ſeldom 
called to perform, and having but little 
leiſure upon my hands, I was accuſtom- 
ed, on ſuch occaſions, to deliver the ſer- 
mons I had by me, rather than _— 
a in writing new ones. 


Being deſtred to n | the place of 
my much eſteemed friend Mr. Jervis, I 
determined upon delivering a diſcourſe 
which might, in ſome meaſure, be ſuit- 
able to the times.—Every - perſon, muſt 
have obſerved, that amidſt the impor- 


| tant diſcuſſions of the day, the evidences 


of the Chriſtian religion are neglected, 
and that among eyery deſcription of per- 
ſons, it appears to be growing into 
faſhion to treat the pretenſions of Chriſt, 
| to 


* f | 
43 
( vi il 
to the character of a divine /aw-giver, 1 
ſervi 4; 9 9 
as undeſerving of a deliberate examina- "nd 


tion. 8 : 1 

l| 

The ſentiments of wiſe and reflecting 

men ought, at all times, to be liſtened [1 | 
to with attention, and conſidered with | [| 


impartiality. Of this deſcription there 
are many, who willingly admit the ex- 
iſtence of ſuch a perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, 
who pay high reſpect to his virtues, and 
who reyerence the energy and benevolence | 


— 


| of the talents which he diſplayed; but they 1 
will allow him no claim to the charac. | | 

| | | +08 

ter of an inſpired prophet. They conſi- ; | 

der him as having been a great reformer 14 

| . | - | / | # 14 4 

of the corruptions of the age in which he | i! 
lived ; as having employed all his pow- 1} 
PIP 3 . 1 

ers to enlighten an ignorant, and, in 101 


many reſpects, an infatuated people, 
and as cheerfully ſubmitting to a cruel 
| b 2 death, 
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ples he had been promulgating. 


To theſe opinions, as far as they go, 
every Chriſtian will give his aſſent; but 
they farther add, that the evidences for 
the divine miſſion of Chriſt, carry with 
them ſuch conviction as cannot eaſily be 
reſiſted, if examined with impartiality. 
They regard him as one commiſſioned, 
not only to reform the world, but whoſe 


principal buſineſs it was to declare the 


exiſtence of a future ſtate, and that, in 
order to give effect to his preaching, he 
was endowed with miraeulous powers, 
and the gift of fore - knowledge, by the 


exerciſe of which, he might demonſtrate 


to mankind the authenticity of his miſ- 
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The Chriſtian doctrine, then, if it be 
founded in truth, muſt be of infinite im- 
portance to the human ſpecies, and may 
juſtify every attempt to illuſtrate its na- 
ture, and explain the evidences upon 
which it is believed: and although it is 
impoſſible in a ſingle diſcourſe to enter 
at large into the reaſons of our faith, yet 
it is eaſy to ſelect particular branches of 
the ſubject, which are well adapted to 
popular diſcuſſion. Such is the inquiry 
into the title which Chriſt has to the 
claim of inſpiration from the prophecies 
which he delivered, 


The particular prediction which ſtands 


at the head of this ſermon, is well cal. 


culated | for that purpoſe, and, at the 
ſame time, affords a favorable opportu- 
nity of holding up the conduct of our 


Lord, as worthy of imitation to perſons 


of 
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3 
of every age, who may be called to ſuſ- 
fer for the cauſe of truth. 


To derive the full benefit of his exam- 
ple, he muſt be conſidered as one, ſubject 
to the ſame wants, and endowed with 
the ſame feelings and paſſions with our · 

ſelves. In his exertions, and ſufferings, 
vue muſt regard him as the promulgator 


olf certain doctrines, which he conceived 


eſſential to the happineſs of mankind, 
and as having attacked with boldneſs and 
energy, every corruption which oppoſed 
the eſtabliſhment of thoſe doctrines. 
We muſt view him contending againſt 
the exertions of power, by the more 
powerful weapons of reaſan and truth; 
and after having employed every effort 
for the advancement of human happi- 
neſs, fell a ſacrifice to the treachery * 


one of his own aſſociates. | ; 
| ION la 


1 
In each of theſe ſituations the pattern 


of Chriſt may afford uſeful inſtruction to 
all his followers. His zeal and fidelity 


in public life ;—his attachment to his 


friends ;—his forbearance towards his 
enemies;;—and his univerſal benevolence 
and philanthropy may challenge the mi- 


nuteſt attention. 


The hiſtory. of Jeſus Chriſt is more 
eſpecially intereſting in ſeaſons of danger 
and peril, The contemplation of his 
fortitude in ſuffering, has inſpired the 
martyr with joy, while languiſhing in 
his cell, or expiring at the ſtake. The 
recollection of his patient reſignation has 


infuſed the ſame temper into many an 


humble diſciple when ſuffering in a ſimi- 
lar cauſe.—At the period when the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe was delivered, the aſ- 
| pect of the times rendered it not altoge- 
2 ther 
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cker iniprobable; that the zeal and forti: 
| tude of the friends to freedom, and to 


truth, might ſoon be brought to the 


Por without attuding to that — 
which perſons of certain deſeriptions 


have manifeſted in ſuppreſſing the ſpirit 


of free inquiry, once the boaſt of Eng- 
liſhmen ; or to the ſevere and even unex- 
ampled puniſhments which have been in- 


flicted upon thoſe who have dared to 
exerciſe it as their right, there were rea- 


ſons ſufficiently ſtrong to awaken the ſe- 


rious deliberation of Van human be= 
ing. 8 | 88 8 


Fa. 


The general ſtate of Europe and its 
dependencies; the alarming and cala- 
miĩtous war into which moſt of its pow- 


ers * involved themſelves; a4 war 
which 


( xiii ) 


which has for its object, not the con. 


queſt of one particular province, or a 
ſingle kingdom, but the total ſubjugation 
of the human mind, appeared to multi- 
tudes, as to myſelf, pregnant with the 
moſt momentous events, 


In ſuch circumſtances the feebleft exer- 
tions in ſupport of the cauſe of virtue 
may not be without their effect. The 
well-meant endeavours of every indivi- 
dual may be ſerviceable at a criſis ſo aw- 
ful as that which we may be called to 
contemplate, | 
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To the benefit of my fellow- citizens 
have all my public exertions been direct- 
ed; their benefit, and not my own popu. 
larity, or aggrandizement, have been the 


motives that have influenced me to eng 


counter difficulties, and to ſubmit ta 
C conſt, 
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eonſiderable hardſhips : and now under 
the impreſſion of an indictment Found 
againſt me for HIGR TREASON, can 
review my paſt conduct with tranquil- 
lity, and even with ſatis faction. I can 
recollect no political effort of my life 
which can create in my breaſt one mo- 
ment*s uncaſineſs : not one, which, in 
the ſincerity of my ſoul, I do not ap- 
prove. The exertions of active life af- 
ford no ſmall conſolation, in the gloomy 
ſolitude of a priſon. 'The pleaſure of 
having endeavoured to live for one's 
country, no reverſe of circumſtances can 
ever obliterate. In humble ſubmiſſion, 
therefore, to the will of the Governor of 
the univerſe, I wait the event of an ap- 
proaching public trial at the bar of my 
country. 


3 vr WT - | 
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To my CounTxy, and to HRA VNR, 
] appeal with confidence, demanding of 
the one, impartial juſtice only; and rely- 
ing upon the other for every needful ſup- 
port. Whether Life, or Death be before 
me, in cither caſe, I doubt not, but that 
the event will be beneficial to the world. 
For this, and not for myſelf alone, I re- 
ceived my original exiſtence ; to this end 
I have endeavoured to live; and for the 
ſake of this, I hope, if called upon, I 
can cheerfully lay down my life. 

OR. 23, 2794, 

Being the twenty-third Week of 


my cloſe impriſonment 
in the Town of Lonpox. 
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S E R M O N. 


Marx xiv. 27. 


ALL YE SHALL BE OFFENDED BECAUSE. OP 
ME THIS NIGHT. 


Many perſons of conſiderable emi- 


nence in the Literary World have con- 
tended, that the evidence for Chriſtianity 
tounded on Prophecy is the only infallible 
criterion by which we may judge of its 
divine original. If, indeed, we were 
limited to one ſpecies of evidence only, 
it ſhould ſeem that either the accompliſh- 
ment of predictions clearly and accu- 


rately ſtated, or the demonſtrative nature 


of miraculous powers, would be abun- 
B dantly 
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dantly ſufficient to ſatisfy the moſt ſcru- 
pulous inquirers after truth. 


It is however of no ſmall importance 
that, on a ſubject of ſuch moment, and 
ſo generally intereſting, the ſpecies of 
evidence ſhould be various and adapted to 
different capacities. There are ſome 
perſons who would more readily be con- 
vinced of the divine miſſion of Chriſt 
from the miraculous gifts by which he 
was commiſſioned to make known the 
powers and perfections of his Almighty 
Father. Others, by an accurate acquain- 
tance with the Scriptures, would be able 
to eſtimate the character of Jeſus from 
the predictions of the Old Teſtament, 
which foretold the advent of a ſuffering 
Meſſiah; and by comparing theſe pro- 
phecies with the hiſtory of the deſpiſed 
Nazarene, as recorded by the Evangeliſts, 
would be ſatisfied that he was indeed the 
Chriſt, the Saviour of men. And there 
may be ſome who, reſiſting both the 
former ſpecies of evidence, will, never- 

4 theleſs, 
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theleſs, ſee ſufficient cauſe to believe 
in the divine miſſion of Jeſus from the 
accurate accompliſhment of thoſe pro- 
pbecies, concerning himſelf, which he 
occaſionally delivered during his mi- 
niſtry, and which were regularly verified 
by his ſufferings and death. 


Without attempting to form an eſti. 
mate of the comparative excellence of 
theſe different kinds of evidence, we in- 
tend in this diſcourſe, 


__ FirsT.—To ſhew that the knowledge 
of futurity belongs to Gop alone, and 
is communicated by him to his ſervants 
for ſpecial purpoſes, 


SECONDLY.,—We ſhall direct your at- 


tention to the particular prediction of 
Chriſt recorded in the text. — “ All ye 
* ſhall be offended becauſe "of me this 
«© night.” —And then, 


B 2 THIRDLY, 


LS: 
THiRDLY, Conclude with ſome infe- 


rences ſuitable to our ſubject, and adapt- 
ed to the times in which we live. 


I. We are to ſhew that the knowledge 
of futurity belongs to Goo alone, and is 
communicated by him to his ſervants for 


ſpecial purpoſes. 


In the Scriptures Gop is emphatically 
ſtiled the God of knowledge.” He 
poſſeſſes every ſpecies of knowledge; he 
comprehends the nature of all things, 
whence they are derived, and the pur- 
poles for which they are introduced into 
the reſpective places fy hold in crea- 


tion. 


Had not the Creator underſtood every 
poſſible circumſtance relating to his 
works, or in other words, had he not 
poſſeſſed the moſt perfect and unlimited 
foreknowledge, there could never have ex- 
iſted that harmony and uniformity which 

are 


o 
Wy — 


3 
are every where diſplayed in the wt ſy(- 


tem of nature. 


This poſition may be illuſtrated by cir- 
cumſtances which are familiar to daily 
obſervation. Does the mechanic begin 
to form his machine without firſt under- 
ſtanding the effects it is intended to pro- 
duce? If he did not comprehend the 
purpoſes for which it was defigned, how 
could he diſcern the cauſes neceſſary to 
its exiſtence ? He muſt not only know 
all the various parts which will make up 
the whole piece, but muſt perfectly un- 
derſtand their exact proportions. He will 
alſo foreſee, and provide for the principal 
defects to which his machine may, in the 
courſe of time, be liable, and, by a 
proper diviſion and arrangement of its ſe- 
veral parts, ſo conſtruct it, that it may 
be repaired at the leaſt expence of time 
and labour. And if his operations be 
tolerably perfect, he will ſet ſuch a limit 
to his labour, as ſhall enable him to ef- 
fect in a given work, the greateſt advan- 

tages 
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tages with the feweſt inconveniences. To 
attain, however, this degree of excel- 
lence, it is evident that he muſt poſſeſs 
fore- knowledge in a limited degree, 
which, when conſidered univerſally, 
conſtitutes an attribute of Jehovah. 


That the works of the Almighty are 
perfect is a poſition which, we appre- 
hend, few will heſitate to admit; at 
any rate we have the teſtimony of the 
wiſeſt among the human race, of thoſe 
who have paid the moſt attention in in- 
veſtigating the order of nature when we 
affirm, in the language of Scripture, 
«© That not one of the works of the moſt 
« High God faileth.” They all anſwer 
the deſigns for which they were created, 
and conſequently were created in wiſ- 
dom, and directed by the moſt pertect 
Preſcience. Did we accuſtom ourſelves 
to ſtudy Nature as it is, we ſhould 
readily admit that theſe aſſertions are 


Juſt. | 
When, 
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When, for inſtance, we conſider that 
the glorious luminary the ſun, with all 
its amazing ſplendor, could have afford- 
ed but few enjoyments to the inhabitants 
of the earth without an atmoſphere to re- 
fle& and diſperſe his rays, we naturally 
conclude that the Power which called the 
one into exiſtence, fore-ſaw the neceſlity 
of the other to render it beneficial in the 
Again, how could 
man have exiſted in this atmoſphere, had 
not his Maker planted within him cer- 
tain powers which ſhould balance the 
preſſure that is without ? To what pur- 
poſe would the eye have been ſo delicate- 
ly formed had not the particles of light 
been ſmall beyond all finite conception ? 
Or the ear ſo curiouſly adapted to receive 
impreſſions from external objects without 
the air as a proper medium to convey 
ſound ? Such methods of reaſoning will 
carry along with them abundant convic- 
tion, that Gop is a God of knowledge,” 
and that his knowledge extends to the 
future, as well as the preſent and the 


higheſt degree. 


paſt. 
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. 
paſt. Did he not poſſeſs this ſpecies of 
knowledge, what dependance could his 
creatures have that the ſeeming diſorders 
which are permitted to take place in his 
creation would not terminate in the de- 
ſtruction of every thing great and excel- 
lent ? But relying on the Preſcience of 
the Deity, we may reſt ſatisfied that for 
every deviation, or apparent deviation 
from what we call right, he has provided 
an adequate remedy, and that out of par- 
tial evil he will bring forth general hap- 
pineſs. We are, indeed, happy that we 
have this ſolid foundation on which we 
may reſt ; in Iſaiah xliv, and 7th verſe, 
God is repreſented as ſaying, *©* I am the 
& firſt and the laſt, and befides me there is 
* na Gop, IT ſet in order the things that 
« are coming, and that ſhall come.” And 
in the xlvith chapter 7 am Gop, and 
e there is none like me, declaring the end 
« from the beginning, and from ancient 
& times, things that are not yet done, ſay- 
„ing, my council ſhall fland, and I will 
„do all my pleaſure.” This language is 
9 appli- 


(19; 3; 


applicable to him only who is infinite in 


all his attributes; he ſees the end from 


the beginning, he therefore knows the 
means which are beſt adapted to the ac- 
compliſhment of his own deſigns, and 
hence he ſays, ** My council ſhall fland, 


ill do all my pleaſure,” 


We infer, then, that Gop poſſeſſes 
fore-knowledge in the moſt unlimited 
and univexſal ſenſe ; and although it be- 
longs to him alone thus comprehenſively, 
yet by conſulting the Scriptures we ſhall 
find, that on proper occaſions he has com- 
municated of this ſpirit to ſuch; of his 
ſervants as have been commiſſioned to de- 
clare his will to the inhabitants of the 
world, 


The ſpirit of prophecy, which is but 
the gift of Preſcience, has ever been 
_ eſteemed one of the criteria by which 
men may diſtinguiſh between the perſon 
who aſſumes to himſelf the character of 
A Frophet, and him who is really a ſer- 
C vant 
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nomy, xviiich chapter, the character is: 
Fe drawn.—* ben a prophet 

® ſpeaks in the name of the Lord, if the 
& thing follow not, nor come to paſs, that 
&* 7s the thing the Lord has wot fpoken.” 
Here, then, is a rule laid down to deter- 
mine what credit is due to any perſon 
affirming the prophetical character; if 
the thing that he propoſes follow not, he 


has to claim to our confidence, 


neee, cherefdre, undertakes to 
foretell the hidden events of futurity 
with6ut inſpiration from above, is but a 
deceiver ; he arrogates to himſelf the pre. 
rogative of Gop, and having no means 
by which he may ſypport his preten- 
ſions, will finally meet with the con- 
tent due to his folly. 


It ought not, however, to paſs axripcly 
unnoticed, that a ſtrong mind, long ac- 
cuſtomed to obſervation and reflection, 
may perceive, in many inſtances, the 

| con- 
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connection of cauſe and effect, and by 
bazanding bis conjectures, acquire to him- 
ſelf, in ſome meaſure, à reputation for 
foreſight. Or a perſon much converſant 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament may explain certain predic- 
tions contained in thoſe writings; and 
events may prove his explanation accy- 
rate, but this is very different from that 
fore-knowledge which diſtinguiſhes the 
ſervants of Gop. Of the former, every 
perſon may acquire to himſelf more, or 
leſs according to his intellectual endow- 
ments ; but the latter is only the gift of 
God for particular and ip ecial purpoſes. 
Whence it ſhould + «hag that the fore- 
knowledge of Moſes and the Prophets 
under the Old Diſpenſation, and of 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles under the New, 
extended only to the immediate objects 
of their miſſion, that it neither related 
to all things, nor extended to all times. 
Indeed our Lord has aſſured us in the 
. poſitive terms, that in one inſtance, 

ENT 
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it leaſt, his Preſcience was limited. 
is ſufficient, however; for us to know, 
that as far as concerned his miſſion, he 
was abundantly qualified with all know- 
ledge. 


ſt 


IT. We ſhall direct your attention td 
that particular prediction recorded in the 


* « All ye ſhall be offended wat 
* me this night.” 


It has already been obſerved, that occa- 

ſions frequently ariſe in which perſons 
of underſtanding and reflection are ena- 
bled to judge of future events from the 
due conſideration of circumſtances that 
are preſent, or paſt. But in ſuch caſes 
there are known” rules of judging, rules 
which are common to all, though under- 
ſtood only by thofe who are habituated 
to diligent obſervation. 


To illuſtrate our meaning by a very 
Bin caſe ;—of two perſons in ſimilar 
' ſituations, the one ſhall, from the tem- 

perature 


(13) 
perature and preſſure of the atmoſphere 
in the morning, be able very accurately 
to aſcertain what will be the ſtate of the 
weather through the day; while the 
other, inattentive to the laws and opera- 
tions of nature, can pretend to nothing 
farther than conjecture. Knowledge, 
however, of this kind depends not on 
the future but is built on paſt experience. 


The prediction of Chriſt which is 
now under our conſideration, is of a very 
different nature, and the event foretold 
was contrary to expectation. The hiſ- 
tory of human nature will, it is true, fur- 
niſh examples enough of a man being 
deſerted by his deareſt connections in the 
hour of danger, nor is it ſilent of the 
treachery of pretended friends. 


But it ſeems to have been reſerved for 
the hiſtorians of the New Teſtament, to 
record the fact, that of twelve perſons 


under fingular obligations of gratitude, - 


eleven of whom were, without doubt, 


real 


3 — 


no room to doubt that they paid proper 


| ( 14 ) 
real and true friends, not one ſhould re- 
main faithful to his truſt, 


The circumſtances of the cafe will me. 
rit ſome conſideration. It was at the 
laſt ſocial meeting between Chriſt and 
his twelve diſciples, that he took occa- 
fion to announce to them that his diſſo- 
lution was at hand. To all except Ju- 
das the event appears to have been un- 
expected, and even the traitor, till the 
declaration of Chriſt, had probably no 
idea that his treachery would terminate 
in the death of him whom he was to de- 
liver into the hands of the Jews. The 
prediction of ſo ſpeedy an end, and of 
the villainy of one of the choſen few, 
ſeems to have outraged the feelings of 


thoſe who heard it, who were rather 
waiting for the triumph of the Meſſiah, 
than looking for his crucifixion. Their 
ſorrow and anxiety, however, leave us 


attention to the aſſertions of their Lord, 


when, 1 in that ſolemn moment, he aſſured 
I them, 


18 
them, that he was about to be betrayed 
by one, and deſerted by all thoſe whom 
he had ſelected for the participation of 
his peculiar eſteem and friendſhip. And 
it may eaſily be imagined that Peter 
would not be ſingular in refuſing his aſ- 
fent to circumſtances fo improbable. It 
is more difficult to conceive of any per- 
ſon who ſhould not, in a ſimilar ſitua- 
tion, have exclaimed, ©** though all theſe 
« be offended becauſe of thee, yet will I 
« never be offended.” The language 
was expreſſive of a mind indignant at 
the idea of baſe ingratitude, and alive to 
ſentiments of affection in remembrance 
of the many inſtances of paſt kindneſs. 
And one may naturally ſuppoſe that but 
few perſons, who have not abandoned 
every claim to integrity, could endure to 
be told, that they would deſert a friend 
and benefactor in his diſtreſs; much leſs 
could they believe, that, to deſertion 
would be added the aggravating circum- 
ſtanoes of denying that they had ever 
known him. Yet ſuch was the prophe- 


tic 


3 
tie warning of Chriſt, that before the 
dawn of another day Judas would betray, 
peter deny,—and the remaining ten 
abandon him to the malice of his ene- 
mies. No human foreſight could have 
predicted ſo many improbable events, 


which we find were accurately verified by 
ſucceeding facts, 


The events themſelves were not only 
improbable, but concurrent circum- 
ſtances would render their accompliſh- 

ment almoſt impoſſible. 


The very prediction which had been 
announced to them, might, one ſhould 
have expected, have put them into the 
poſture of defence, and fortified their 
minds againſt ſuch treachery. The ſhort 
Interval of only a few hours between the 
prediction and its fulfilment, and the 
continued preſence of Chrift with his 
diſciples, are reaſons why it is not likely 
that they would ſo far forget their duty 
as to abandon their friend and inſtructor. 

| in 
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in the trying moment of danger. Not- 
withſtanding which, we find Judas, who 
had been bribed as a /þy and informer, 
acted the part worthy of his character ; 
Peter did deny all knowledge of the per- 
ſon whom he had engaged to defend ; 
and the reſt retired from the ſcene of 


action, leaving the whole weight of ſuf. 
fering to fall on the head of Chriſt. 


Did no friendly thought remind them, 
as they fled from the ſorrows of their 
friend, that they were deſerting one, who 
had formed their minds to virtue by his 
inſtructions ; who had often ſupplied their 
wants by his power, and ſoothed their 
troubled breaſts in affliction? Did no 
ſecret monitor bring to their recollection 
the declarations of the preceding even- 
ing ?—Could they ſee, without emotions 
of ſelf-reproach, their Lord led to a 
mock trial (for in all ages there have been 
mock trials) without any one to attend 
him ſave Peter, diſtracted between the 
ſhame which he felt at the idea of forſak- 

D ing 
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ing his Lord, and the dread of encoun- 
tering the face of danger ?—Of all thoſe 
whom he had benefited none were 
to be found, except a few of what it is 
cuſtomary to call the weaker ſex, who 
had courage to attend him in his laſt 
ſcenes. Hence the prediction in the 
text, in itſelf ſo improbable, and attend. 
ed by circumſtances which rendered its 
fulfillment almoſt impoſlible, was, ne- 
vertheleſs completely accompliſhed. 


III. We ſhall now conclude with 
ſome reflections connected with our ſub- 


ject, and adapted to the times in which 
we live. 


1ſt. We may hence learn to truſt leſs in 
ourſelves, and to rely more on the power 
of Gop to preſerve us from the evil of 
temptation. 


When Chriſt foretold the diſgraceful | 
timidity of his diſciples, they all, with 
the exception -of Judas, certainly ſup- 

1 pooſed 
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poſed that their virtue and conſtancy 
could not fail them. The horror which 
they felt at the idea of denying or deſert- 
ing their friend, led them to new profeſ- 
ſions of their integrity and zeal in his ſer- 
vice, But what were their reſolutions ? 
To how little did their proteſtations 
amount? In the evening they conſidered 
themſelves ſecure againſt the temptations 
that might aſſault them. The next 
morning bore its teſtimony to the weak- 
neſs of their hearts, by proclaiming "the 

timidity of their conduct. All the vir- 

tues of Jeſus—the miracles they had 
ſeen him perform—the various benefits 
they had received at his hands, could not 
animate their courage in the moment of 
danger. When perſecution looked them 
m the face, then they ſought a retreat 
from its fury, without' any regard to 
him who muſt endure its whole weight, 
and to the ſupport of whoſe cauſe they 
had ſo lately pledged themſelves. 
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May not danger diſmay us alſo, ſhould 
we, at any time, be called to the exerciſe 
of our fortitude in the cauſe of truth ? 
Can we promiſe ourſelves that our virtue 
is ſufficiently ſtrong to animate us in the 
diſcharge of our known duty, to render 
us ſtedfaſt to our principles when power 
would affright, or pleaſure allure us 
from the path of rectitude? If ſuch be 
our perſuaſion, let us beware of too great 
confidence ; the example before us ought 
to impreſs upon our minds that we alſo 
are men and ſubject to human infirmi- 
ties. In the hour of fecurity, we may, 
like the diſciples, feel indignant at the 
thought of treachery to a friend, or the 
deſertion of a good cauſe ; and with Ha- 
zael aſk, ** Is thy ſervant a dog that he 
& ſhould commit this great evil?” yet, 
unleſs our dependance be en a power 
higher than ourſelves, ſome future pe- 
tiod may witnefs our weakneſs, and ex- 
poſe our failings, as their's were alſo ex- 


poſed 6 


Could 


r 

Could we impreſs upon our hearts, the 
dangers by which we are ſurrounded ; 
requently bring to recollect ion the mul- 
titudes who have been ſeduced from the 
paths of virtue and honor, that once 
meant as well as any of us; could we 
read their hiſtory, and learn by how eaſy 
ſteps they have deſcended to the abyſs of 
vice; they would furniſh leſſons of hu- 
mility, and would infallibly lead us to a 
firmer reliance on Jehovah, who is alone 
able to keep us unſpotted from the world, 
and render us inſtruments for the advance- 

ment of human happineſs. 


2dly. The advantages which Chriſtia- 
nity offers ought not haſtily to be re- 
jected. 


The foregoing diſcuſſion deſerves at- 
tention as a branch of the evidence of 
our holy religion. If Chriſt were en- 
dowed with that fore-knowledge which 
the text ſuppoſes, it is no light argu- 
ment that he received his commiſſion 

from 
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from Heaven; that he was indeed the 
prophet of the moſt high Gop, and ſent 
into the world for the moſt benevolent 
purpoſes. And if there be any evidence 
offered in teſtimony to the divinity of 
his miſſion, its importance may claim of 
every wiſe man, a ſerious, diligent, and 
impartial examination. 


From a variety of cauſes, which we 
have no need to enumerate, it ſhould 
ſeem that but little attention is paid to 
the merits of Chriſtianity, We might 
certainly decide otherwiſe, were we to 
form our judgment from the declama- 
tions which have been lately pronounced 
againſt irreligion and atheiſm. The 
energy with which our ſenators and di- 
vines have denounced a great and mighty 
people, emphatically branding them as 
«© a nation of Atheiſts ;** the mark they 
have ſet upon them as men whoſe de- 
ſigns are avowedly to extirpate from the 
earth all religion, and as deſpi/ers of 
*« Gop,” would lead one to imagine that 

1 here 


„„ 
here the Chriſtian religion is well under- 
ſtood, and better practiſed. But when 
we look around us, as men reaſoning on 
facts as they really are, the ſtate of reli- 
gion, even here, is not ſo flouriſhing, 
nor the mild ſpirit of its founder ſo tho- 
roughly imbibed as to juſtify us in be- 


coming accuſers of the brethren. 


Is infidelity unknown in this highly 
favored iſland? Can London bear her 
teſtimony that no avowed atheiſts tread 
her ſtreets ? Are there none among our 
Britiſh youth who hold religion in ſcorn? 


None in more advanced years who reve- 


rence it no farther than it will anſwer 


ſome ſtate deſigns ? 'The true anſwers to 
theſe inquiries will not be very favorable. 
It is notorious that infidelity is making 
rapid ſtrides among our countrymen ; 
that the avowal of atheiſm is no uncom- 
mon thing; and that by multitudes 
Chriſtianity 1s treated with contempt, or 
regarded as a mere ally to the ſtate. With 
confidence, however, it may be aſſerted, 


that, 
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that, in general, the perſons who lightly 


eſteem revelation, are thoſe who have ne- 
yer examined it on its own merits. 


It remains, then, for us to conſider, 
whether we ſhall imitate the example of 
ſuch perſons, or whether in juſtice to 
ourſelves we ſhould not carefully inveſti- 
gate the foundation of Chriſtianity be- 
fore we boldly reject it as unworthy of 
Gop to beſtow, and man to receive. 
We may alſo be inſtructed by one, who 
in an eloquent ſpeech has aſſerted, that 
« be who defends atheiſm gives abſolu- 
« tion to ſuperſtition,” they are both the 
offspring of one common parent, Ig no- 
rance; the one profeſſes to believe every 
contradiction ; the other, by affecting to 
believe nothing, gives credit to the great- 
eſt of poſlible abſurdities. 85 


Finally. In the view of impending 
danger the example of Chriſt ſhould ex- 


cite us to conſtancy and firmneſs. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps in no point of view does the 
conduct of our Lord appear to greater 
advantage than in his laſt ſufferings. 
The Scriptures will warrant us in ſuppo- 
ſing. that he certainly knew what death, 
and when he ſhould die; yet he finiſh- 
ed the work for which he came into the 
world with dignity and compoſure. He 
did not fear what man could do unto 
him. Knowing that the moſt dreadful 
tortures which human wickedneſs can 
inflict, are but of ſhort duration, he was 
ſteady to his purpoſe until he had accom- 
pliſhed all his Father's will. 


| Confident that his end was approach- 
ing he warns his diſciples of their cow- 
ardice ; he prays for their reſtoration, 
and ſeeks in retirement for that ſupport 
and conſolation which the world cannot 
confer. When on the point of being 


delivered to the civil power, his language 


is that of firmneſs, ** The hour is at 
„ hand; he does not ſhrink from his 
oft. The treachery of 'a diſciple does 
| E 8 not 
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not betray him into expreſſions of indig- 
nation, nor bow him down in deſpon- 
dency. In his laſt ſufferings were min- 
gled every thing that could inſult ; every 
thing that could depreſs a ſenſible mind; 
yet he was not oyer anxious that the bit- 
ter cup ſhould pafs away ; but was con- 
tented to ſuffer the tortures of erucifix- 
jon ; in the full perfuaſion that his death 
would be of advantage to the caufe in 
which he had embarked, and for the 
fake of which he was about to lay down 
* life. 


Should it be our lot to ſuffer, in any 
reſpect, for the cauſe of truth, it will be 
well for us if we can enjoy the conſola- 
tion of conſcious integrity; if we have 
the happineſs of knowing that we have 
been actuated by no ſiniſter motives, but 
have in all our aims directed our zeal 
and talents to the advancement of the 
general good. 


In 
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In proportion to the purity of our in- 
tentions we may hope for ſupport in the 
trying hour of adverſity. Fortified by 
ſuch principles, the fear of man will not 
deter us from our duty; the diſcharge of 
our confcience towards Gop and our 
fellow creatures will be our pxinoipal con- 
cern. 


It is not my province to ſound the 
trumpet of alarm: /ufficient to the 
* day is the evil thereof,” One thing, 


however, is deſerving of attention ; that 


general expectation is looking for times 
of uncommon importance. In this aſ- 


ſertion we are not building upon the con- 


jectures of wild enthuſiaſm. The opi- 
nion that we are drawing near to an 
event ful period is almoſt univerſal. 


It may be that danger and diſtreſs are 
ſtanding at our doors ; it is time, there- 
fore, to conſider whether we are prepared 
to act our parts with patience and dig- 


nity. Whether we are ready to ſuſtain _ 
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every thing which power can inflict ra- 
ther than diſgrace the cauſe in which we 
have embarked by a ſubmiſſion to. baſe 


and ſervile motives. 


The ſigns of the times muſt preſent, 
to every conſiderate perſon, an aſpect as 
ſolemn and awful as the world ever wit- 
neſſed. It is not, perhaps, hazarding 
too much, when we aſſert that the 
events of the preſent æra involve in them 
every thing that is important to the hu- 
man race. That the termination will be 
favorable to the progreſs of civil and mo- 
ral improvement is an expectation we 
have a right to form. But we have no 
reaſon to believe, or even to hope, that 
ſuch improvement can be accompliſhed 
without many a facrifice on the part of 
thoſe who are willing to ſtand in the 
foremoſt ranks of oppoſition to the bane- 
ful influence of- error. But if the line of | 
duty and rectitude be in thoſe ranks, we 
ought not to o abandon the poſt i in compli- 
5 ü ance 
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ance with preſent eaſe and intereſt, nor 
be intimidated through the dread of mai, 
It is our buſineſs to purſue what is right, 
and leave the event to him whoſe deci, 
ſions are founded in equity, 


We are not ignorant that ſome are al- 
ready ſuffering for their attachment to 
principles which they believed would 
tend to the happineſs of the world, — 
principles which ſome twelve years ſince 
would have led to honors inſtead of exile. 
But they repine not, they have confi- 
dence towards Gop, and their hope will 
endure to the end.* It may be reſerved 


f or 


* A few days before this Sermon was delivered, 
Mr. THOMAS Mork, the Rev. THomas FyschE 
PALMER, Mr. WitLtiam SKIRVING, and Mr. 
Mauzice MarGaRor, failed down the river for 
Botany Bay, purſuant to the ſentence of the 
High Court of Juſticiary in EDINBURGH. The 
offence proved upon them, appears to have been an 
active zeal for a reform in the Commons Houle of 
Farliament; a zeal which but a few years ſince in- 


troduced Mr Pitt, the Duke of Richmond, and 
others 
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| for us to follow them in ſimilar, or even 
Jeverer trials ; if ſo, may we in that day 
enjoy the conſolation which is only to be 
derived from an approving conſcience.— 
May we at all times adapt our minds to 
the ſituation we are called to fill, and in 


others into ſituations of the higheſt importance and 
le in the country. 


With Mr. Margarot I was not in the ſmalleſt 
degree acquainted ; Mr. Skirving I had ſeen twice 
or thrice ; but the unexceptionable characters of 
the ther gentlemen, together with the amiablenefs 
of their deportment, to which I had ſeveral times 
been a witneſs, impreſſed me with a deep ſenſe of 
their integrity, of the purity of their intentions, 
and of the diſintereſtedneſs of their political exer- 
tions; to which impreſſions muſt be attributed my 
attachment to their perſons, and my zeal. to render 
the inconveniences and hardſhips of a long and 
dreary voyage as few as poſſible ; and not to an ap- 

| [ probation of the proceedings of the © Briti/h Con- 
| vention,” with which aſſembly neither Mr, Muir 
nor Mr. Palmer had the leaſt connection, and 
with the tranſactions of which I was never ac- 
quainted till after the publication of the Reports 


4 
| | of the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commons” 
'Þ 
5 
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the cheerful exerciſe of an humble ſub- 
miſſion to the Divine Will, and reliance 
on the Divine goodneſs, be contented with 
every diſpenſation of Providence; in the 
full aſſurance that all things will ulti- 


mately end in good to thoſe who fear 
God, 


APPEN- 


HE author of the preceding diſcourſe, during a bag 
and tedious impriſonment, had projected, an 

nearly completed, an appeal to his countrymen; reſpect- 
ing his political opinions and conduct, When he con- 
ceived this deſign, he ſuppoſed; that it would be the only 
method he ſhould have of vindicating his principles, and 
of ſhewing to the ſatisfaction of his friends, that the mo- 
tives by which he had been actuated, in his zeal to ob- 
taih a reform in the Commons' Houſe of Partiament, were 
not inconſiſtent with the peace and good order of ſociety. 

Contrary to his expectations, a Bill of Indictment for 


Hicn Txt AsoNn has been preferred, and found againſt 
him; a public; and, he hopes, an impartial trial, will, 


therefore, render ſuch an appeal unneceſſary ; the inveſ- 
tigation which. muſt then take place, will, of itfelf, be ſuf- 
ficient to do away thoſe prejudices, which the bitterneſs 
of muy has endeavoured to accumulate. 

r 


even ſuppoſing that the temper of the times pre- 


cluded an impartial hearing, yet the preſent generation, 
with all its prepoſſeſſions, will paſs away, and poſterity, 
free from local partialities, will, unqueſtionably, from a 
faithful detail of every fact, form a juſt, and definitive 
ſentence, both on the priſoners, and the profecutors, 


Animated with this hope, he cheerfully reſigns to ob⸗ 
| livion a ſcheme which he once thought himſelf, in juſtice 


to his on character, bound to execute. A more mature 
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deliberation has alſo convinced him, that a reform in 

the repreſentation, depends leſs upon argument, than 

upon the reſult of the impending trials. Should their 

termination be unfavourable, the public may take a long 

farewell to every principal of reformation. Reaſon and 

truth, in that caſe, muſt make way for the operation of 
OwWer. | "pt. . ' 

The deſire, which many individuals have expreſſed, 
of knowing the mode which has been purſued in the va- 
rious ſtages of the preſent public proſecutions, may be a 
fufficient inducement to lay before the public at large, a 
brief narrative of the circumſtances which have attended 
the apprehenſion and impriſonment of one of thoſe con- 
fined in the TowWERR. The facts, it is true, are immedi- 
ately connected with the caſes of a few individuals only. 
But it muſt be admitted, that what is applicable to thoſe 
22 now, may, at no very remote diſtance of time, 

intereſting to others: and ſinee there can be no ſecu- 
rity, that the proceedings for Hi6n TREKASON will 
terminate with the perſons already in a ſtate of accuſa- 
tion; the uſual ſteps which are taken in the treatment of 
STATE PR180NERS, become of ſufficient moment to en- 
gage the general attention. ; | 

The neceſſity of ſuch a ſtatement is more apparent, 
when it is conſidered, that tranſactions of this nature 
ſeldom happen in a free country, And it muſt reſt with 
our.countrymen, called upon as jurors, to determine whe- 
ther ſuch general charges, as thoſe exhibited againſt the 
ſeveral priſoners now accuſed of High Treaſon, ſhalt 
hereafter: be ſufficient to ſacrifice at the ſhrine of power, 


the liberties,- and the lives of Engliſhmen. 
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It is ſearcely neceſſary to premiſe, that on Monday 


the 12th of May, 1794, early in the morning, Mr. 
Thomas Rande 1 * 10 the“ jd = Cor- 
reſponding Societ was arreſted, and his papers ſeized 
De wargany from Mr. Secretary Dundas on a charge of 
reaſonable Practices. On the ſame day Mr. Davies. 
ADAMS, who had acted, for more than ten years, as Se- 
| a hs oretary 


* 


6* 
eretary to the . SocreTY FoR CONSTITUTIONAL Ix- 
FORMATION,” was apprehended on a ſimilar charge. 

It was immediately rumoured, that other perſons, con- 
nected with thoſe ſocieties, would be favoured with do- 
miciliary viſits of this nature, and that I muſt not expect 
to eſcape, Conſcious of having never offended againſt 
the laws of my country, I treated the report in the ſame 
manner as I ſhould have done any other in which I was 
not immediately concerned. I heard it, and repeated it 
among my friends; but continued undiſturbed, in the 


exerciſe of my buſineſs, the remainder of that day, and 


the next, as if no ſuch rumour had been ſpread, 

On Wedneſday about eight o'clock in the morning, 
while F was converſing with Lord Mahon and his two 
brothers, Mr. KI xo, the under Secretary of State, and 


Mr. Ross, one of his Majeſty's meſſengers, were intro- 


duced to me, as having ſome private buſineſs to commu- 
nicate. When the young gentlemen had left the room, 
Mr. Ross produced a warrant. againſt me for“ Trea- 


ſonable Practices, by which he was authorized to ſeize 


. 


.caſe whatever they pleaſed. 


my perſon, and all books and papers connected with the 
% GHociety for Conſtitutional Information, and the“ Lon- 
don Correſponding Society. He demanded my keys, and 
after having ſearched my pockets and bed-chamber, Mr. 
K1NG and himſelf ſelected from my drawers and book- 

Among many other articles, which certainly did not 
come under the meaning of their warrant, they carried away 
with them the trial of Mr. WiNTERBOTHAM ; two co- 


- pies'of ©© Mr. Holt's Vindication, &:.” the trial of Mr. 


Jose GERALD, entruſted to my care on the prece- 


ding evening; Peace and Reform,” by Mr. DANIEL 


STEWART ; a pamphlet on the Union of Parties, by 
Mr. Bid; with ſeveral other modern publications. 
Between nine and ten I was taken in a coach to Mr. 
Ross's houſe, Charles Street, Weſtminſter, where ha- 
ving breakfaſted; he withed me to look over, and mark 
the papers and books which had been brought from my 


apartments; this I declined, as they had been given to 


the care of a ſervant, for ſome time, as ſoon as we arri- 


Fed at his houſe. 
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At one o'clock I was ordered before the Privy Council, 


which was 1 fully attended; among many others, 
there were the Lord Chancellor ; the Duke of Montroſe ; 


Lord Hawkeſbury ; the Earl of Chatham ; Lord Auk- 


land ; the Marquis of Stafford ; Mr. Pitt ; Mr. Dun- 


das; the Attorney and Solicitor General. 


During the ſpace of about three quarters of an hour, 
an examination took. place, of which the following, I 
believe, to be a correct account. | 


Mr. FAWKENER was Clerk of the Council, 


Examination of. JEREMIAH Jovycr before his Ma- 
Jefly's Maſt Honourable Privy Council, 
May 14, 1794. 


Mr. Fawkener, What is your name, Sir ? 
4 Jeremiah Joyce. 

Where do you live? 

At Lord Stanhope's. 

2. What is your profeſſi on ? 

1 have the care of Lord Stanhope's two * ſons, 
9. Are you a member of the ““ Society for Conftitu- 
1028 Information? 

A. Before I anſwer any other queſtions, I beg leave 
to inquire of your Lordſhips, whether I may be allowed 
the aſſiſtance of counſel ? 

Mr. Dundas. Certainly not. 

Mr. Joyce. I muſt, then, beg leave to decline an- 
ſwering any other queſtions. And I aſſure your Lord- 
ſhips that 1 do this * out of no contempt for your Lord- 
ſhips authority ; but ſtanding here an accuſed perſon, the 


laws of the country do not, I apprehend, . require me to 


anſwer any interrogatories. 

Mr. Dundas. Lou ARE' NOT ACCUSED. 

Ar. Joyce. I have ſeen a warrant which does accuſe 
me, 
Tord Loughboroug 4 Mr. Fawkener, put the queſtions, 
and let Mr. 51 refuſe thoſe he objects to. 

Mr. Foyce. My Lord, I wiſh to decline anſwering 
all queſtions whatever, as by anſwering queſtions, in my 
ſituation, I conceive that I am injuring the conſtitution 


Mrs 


| * my country. 
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Mr. Dundas. You had better leave the conſtitution to 
take care of itſelf, and conſider whether it will not be 
wiſe in you to anſwer the queſtions which are put to 


you. | | 
Ar. Pitt. Mr. Joyce muſt know that every good ſub- 
ject will object to no queſtion, which does not tend to 


criminate himſelf, 


Mr. Toyce. I hope, and believe, Sir, that I have 
ever acted as a good ſubject. 

I imagine, my Lords, the reaſon for which I have 
been brought here, is, that your Lordſhips have found 
my name in thoſe books, (pointing to the books belonging 
to the Society for Conſtitutional Information) as having 
been nominated Secretary to a Committee of Correſpon- 
dence. In order, therefore, to faye your Lordſhips time, 
I beg leave to ſay, that I haye never acted as Secretary, 
either directly, or indirectly. | 

I: Did you accept the appointment as Secretary? 

I decline anſwering that queſtion. 

How was the appointment notified to you? 

By converſation. I do not recollect by whom. It 
was not in writing. 8 | 

I How long is it ſince you were appointed? 

I do not know; perhaps three weeks, or a month; 
I ſhould think not longer. 
2. You have not ſaid whether you are a member of 
the . Society for Conſtitutional Information.” 
AI ͤmuſt decline anſwering that queſtion. 
Tord Aukland. Does Mr. * imagine that queſtion 
will involve him in any guilt 

A. I am certain, my Lord, that no queſtion can in- 
volve me in guilt, It can be no crime to be a Member 
of the Society, to which the Duke of RicyuMonD for- 
merly belonged. | | 
©. Were you in the chair at the“ Society for Con- 
ſtitutional i eee on the 11th of April? and did 

you at the ſame time make the following report from 
the chair? (See Appen. C. Reports of the Secret Com- 
mittee, April 11, 1794.) | 
A. I decline anſwering that queſtion alſo, 
Ye. ore you a ſteward to the Anniverſary Dinner of 


the Society upon the 2d of May ? 41 


1 


A. I decline anſwering this queſtion. 
Mr. Pitt. Can that queſtion tend to erimi nate you ? 
A. I imagine no guilt can attach to a perſon for being 


a ſteward to a public dinner, 


Attorney General. Certainly not. 

Mr. Pitt. Why then does Mr. Joyce * anſwering 
the queſtion? 

A. As far as T am individually concerned, I could not 
have the ſmalleſt objection to avow it; but the next 
queſtion might be, Who were the other ſtewards? to 


which, in honour, 1 could not reply. 


Mr. Pitt, By this mode of conduct Mr. Joyce acts 
in a manner, very different from any other perſon ſtanding 
in his ſituation. 

Mr. Foyce. I am ſorry for it; but I do not think it 
right to ſet a precedent of an accuſed man anſwering any 
queſtions. This is my only reaſon. 

Mr. Pitt. Do you know this letter? * 

A. I decline anſwering that queſtion. 

Lord Loughborough. Let Mr. Joyce read it himſelf, 
{the letter given to him.) 

85 Do you know that letter, Sir? 

I muſt decline giving any anſwer to that queſtion. 

Lord Loughborough. Does Mr. Joyce know what the 
latter part of that letter may mean ? 

A. The meaning may be perfectly ſimple, ad per- 
fealy innocent. 

Mr. Dundas. He ought'to be told the conſtquences. 

Lord Loughborough, Mr. Joyce ought to know that he 
ſtands upon the brink of , and therefore, in juſtice to 
himſelf, he will anſwer whether this letter is his, or not? 

A. I muſt decline anſwering this and when quef- 
tions, for the reaſon already ſtated. 


„The following is, I think, an accurate copy of the letter 
alluded to : | 
Deax CiT1zEN, 


This morning, at ſix o'clock, Citizen Hardy was arreſted by an 
order from the Secretary of State. They took every thing they 


could lay their hands on — Query, Is it poſſible to be ready by 


Thurſday next ? 
J. H. Toke, Eſg. | = Yours,. J. Joyce, 


Wimbleton, : 
Mr. Pitt, 
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A+. Pitt. It is not our buſineſs to adviſe Mr. Joyce . 


but he ſhould well conſider, whether, for his own ſake, 
he ſhould not anſwer this queſtion. 3 

A. I much doubt, whether, at this time, it be pru- 
dent in any man to acknowledge his own hand-writing, 
as ſome things have lately been puniſhed, which, ten or 


twelve years back, would have been eſteemed highly me- 
titorious. * | 5 


Mr. Dundas. And what at that time might be meri- 


torious, may ow deſerve puniſhment. 
A. It may be ſo ; but I do not underſtand it. 
Lord Loughborough. If Mr. Joyce will not anſwer the 
queſtions which are put to him, he muſt withdraw. t 


With» 


This anſwer was a direct alluſion to the caſe of Mr. HoLT 
who for reprinting an Addreſs originally publiſhed by the Af. 
ſociations, of which Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Richmond were 
members, was ſentenced to two years impriſonment in Newgate, 
and a heavy fine. | . 

See a very ſpirited pamphlet, entitled, . A Vindication of the Prin- 
ciples, &c. of the printer of the Newark Herald, by Daniel Holt.“ 


+ A clo impriſonment of ſix months has not induced me to 


regret my conduct before the Privy Council. To ſubmit to a 
ſeries of interrogatories where there is no ſpecific charge, nor even 
accuſation, is tamely to ſurrender a right, which no power can 
wreſt trom the meaneſt individual. Many illuſtrious characters 
have cheerfully ſuffered every oppreſſion rather than be the means, 
of introducing a ſyſtem by which arbitrary governments are 
ſuſtained. | | 
Several of my fellow priſoners refuſed to be interrogated = 
the ſame principle, There is no apology neceffary for introduc - 
ing in this place the-examination of Mr. Bonney, a gentleman of 
profeſſional and irreproachable character; of manners the moſt 
mild and inoffenſive; firmly attached to the conſtitution of the 
country, and againſt whom it were impoflible to adduce even a 
ſuſpicton of violence, much leſsa charge of TR BASOx. 1. 


| Mn. BONNEY's EXAMINATION. 


On Friday night at Eleven o*Clock, Mr. Bonney was taken 
before the Privy Council, when the following converſation took 

ace: 
, Mr. Reeves. What is your Chriſtian name? 3 

Mr. Bonney. Sir, I am brought here on a warrant, which I ſup- 
poſe expreſles my deſcription. It is, however, of no importance, 
my name is John Auguſtus. : 

Mr. Sec. Dundas. Mr. Bonney, you are brought here on a war- 
rant Charged with Treaſonable ices, there having been many 
Seditious Meetings and Reſolutions of the Conſtitutional and Cor- 


reſpond ng Societies, relative to the Meeting of a Convention. 
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Withdrawing accordingly into an antichamber, i 
waited' till five o'clock, when Mr. Fawkener informe 
We underſtand you are a Member of the Conſtitutional Society, 
and indeed an active one; you, therefore, are brought here to be 

examined, that you may clear yourſelf from the ſuſpicions againft 
vou. ** he Solicitor General will aſk you ſuch queſtions as may 

neceſſary. | | 

Mr. Ben Sir, you will give me leaye to make a few obſer- 
vations. I believe 1 fhall be able to ſhorten our buſineſs very 
much. Itis now twenty-four hours ſince I was taken from my 
family upon a watrant, which I proteſt I do not clearly under- 
ſtand. 1 am ordered by it to be apprehended for Treaſonable 
Practices. What theſe words mean I cannot exactly make out. 
There are two explanations which it has ſtrutk my mind _ be 
applied to them---Treaſonable Practices may be intended to 
mean the practice of Treaſon-— namely, Treaſon itſelf.--or it 
may mean Seditious Practices, which muſt tend to Treaſon ; it 
is immaterial to me at preſent which of theſe two, in the expla- 
nat on you put upon the words, for. my anſwet to the charge is 
the ſame in both caſes. I declare to you; Sir, I declare to you, 
my Lords, who are appcinted to fit here and guard the welfare 
of your Country, and to God; that I never have been guilty of 
any Treaſonable Practices; that I do hot know of any; for if 1 
did, and had not revealed them, I know I ſhould have been equal- 
ly guilty ; nor have I ever been preſent at any Treafenable Prac- 
tices whatever. You have now, my Lords, my moſt ſolemn aſ- 
ſertion againſt the charge made againſt me by this warrant; which 
is the only charge againſt me; for upon the face of the warrant 
there is no appearance of any other evidence to ſupport the 
charge. It is not ſtated in the warrant by whom I am charged; 
or that there is any charge at all againſt me. Your Lordſhips 
have indeed other means of evidence; my Papers are in your 
hands, but they, I believe, can teſtify nothing againſt me. - You 
may have had witneſſes before you, but if they have alledged this 
charge, they muſt be falſe witneſſes. It is for you, however, to 
conſider what weight is to be given to their teſtimony, and we are 
then at iſſue. If your Lordſhipsare in poſſeſſion of any evidence 
- which can juſtify your committing me, r intreat your Lordſhips to 
do it; if, on the other hand, you have no ſuch evidence, I re- 
quire, I demand, of your Lordſhips to diſcharge me. I wiſh you 
to believe it my intention to pay your Lordſhips every reſpect 
which a man of honour and a gentleman ought to ſhew to per- 
ſons in your ſituation ; but | feel myſelf bound, eſpecially in 
theſe ſtrange times, to pay ſome reſpect to my own honour and 
my own feelings, and I cannot, on a charge thus brought for- 
ward, give an anſwer to any queſtion that may be put to me. 
Mr. Dundas It is an indulgence to bring perſons here who are 
charged with theſe offences, to give them an opportunity to clear 
themſelves from ſuſpicion before they are committed ; if you do 
not chooſe to be examined, you will ſtand in the ſame ſituation - 
as if you had not been brought here. 
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me it was their Lordſhip's pleaſure that I ſhould remain 
in the cuſtody of Mr. Ross until further orders, during 
which time 1 was to have no communication with any 
perſon, nor the uſe of pen, ink, or paper. On Thurſ- 
day I was again ordered to attend at the Council Cham- 
ber, where I waited nearly ſix hours without any farther 


_—_— F ny Saturday, Sunday, and part of Mon» 
day, I ſpent at Mr. Roſs's, during which time no friend 


but wy ſiſter was permitted to ſee me, I ſignified an 
barn deſire that I might be indulged with the ſight of 

rd Mahon, and his brother, concluding, from their 
tender age, that no objection could have been made; in 
this I was miſtaken, being informed that I could have 


no manner of communication with any part of the family 
of Earl Stanhope. | 


About two o'clock on Monday, the 19th of May, the 
Lords of 'the Privy Council ſent for Mr. Ross, who 
very ſoon returned with a coach, when he informed me 
I muſt go with him: I inquired to what place? He 
replied, he was not permitted to tell me. 

We left Charles-ſtreet without delay, and on the road 
I requeſted him to ſhew me the warrant, by which he 
was removing me from his houſe ; this, in conformity to 


Mr. _>— 6 That is my wiſh, I deſire to be committed, if you 
are in poſſeſſion of any evidence that will warrant you in your 
own minds to commit me; if not, I expect to be diſcharged. 

Mr. Dundas. As to what you ſay about being committed or 
difcharged, if 2 will not anſwer our queſtions, I do not ſee 
how we can diſcharge you; I underſtand you, that you will not 
anſwer any queſtions. | * | 

Mr. Bonney. Certainly I will not, Sir. It would be abſurd in. 
me to attempt to clear myſelf from charges which I have never 
heard, and which are ſupported by evidence (if evidence is be- 
fore you) that I am unacquainted with. 1 am ſolicitous to bring 
the matter to an ifſue, for it is a great inconvenience (I do not 
mean to- myſelf, for my own 2 inconvenience I care not) 
- but to many perſons, with the care of whoſe concerns 1 am en- 
truſted in the way of my profeſſion, that I am kept here a pri- 
ſoner, and I wiſh you to come to a deciſion about me, that I may 
arrange the future management of their concerns. | 

Mr. Bonney was deſired: to withdraw, and, in a few minutes, 
the Solicitor to the Treaſury informed him, that he muſt continue 
in cuſtody of the Meſſenger, and deſired that every poſſible ads 
commodation might be given him. He was then taken to Webbe's 
Hotel, Covent Garden, and committed on the ſame day with 
other priſoners, to the Tower. 


his inſtructions, he poſitively refuſed. At length we 
arrived at the Tower GATE, when, it being uſeleſs any 
longer to affect myſtery, he ſaid he was to commit me to 
the cuſtody of the Governor of the TWWwW ax. 
The following is a copy of the warrant, which I af. 
terwards obtained from the Gentleman Jailor of that for- 
treſs: | | ff 
«© Theſe are, in his Majeſty's name, to authoriſe and 
„ require you to receive into your cuſtody the body of 
te the Reverend Jeremiah Joyce, herewith ſent you for 
« High Treaſon; and you are to keep him ſafe and 
©& cloſe until he ſhall be delivered by due courſe of law, 
*« and for ſo doing this ſhall be your ſufficient warrant. 
« From the Council Chamber at Whitehall, this rgth 
« day of May, 1794. | Sens 
„T our: very good Lord the Marquis 
* Cornwallis, Chief Governor of the 
« Tower of London, or to his Deputy.” | 
LOUGHBOROUGH, C. { GRENVILLE, . 


© % 


*  . MONTROSE, HAWKESBURY, 
SALISBURY, Y AUKLAND, 
CARLISLE, TSI. PITT;,.. 
CHATHAM, * 1 | H. DUNDAS, 

- CAMDEN, IR. P. ARDEN; 


MORNINGTON, Is. DOUGLAS. 


At four o'clock in the afternoon, I was conſigned to 
the care of two Wanpras, “ at the Yeoman Porter's 
houſe, whoſe written orders were, that. 


* The WARDERs are perſons appointed to ſhew the Armaries, 
Jewel Office, and other curioſities in the Tower. They have alſo 
the charge of perſons confined for ſtate offences, for which each 
warder is allowed 195. per week. by government. The warder is 
not permitted to leave his priſoner by day or by night, without 
being firſt relieved. © To euch prifoner is alſo appointed a ſoldier 
to guarũ the outſide of the door, as the Warder is guardian within. 
Every evening the Gentleman Jailor attends to lock up the war- 
ders and priſoners ;' and repeats his viſits in the morning to qpen 
the door, and ſee that all is ſafe, of which he makes his daily 
report to the Governor. 52 | —_ 

55 . is provided for each ſtate priſoner at one guinea per 
week, paid by government, who alſo make à weekly allowance 
to the\priſoner, for his board, according to his rank in life. To 
the perſons now confined in the Tower 138. 4d. is regularly paid 
every Monday morning. * 1 ; 

7 „The 
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. The ſeveral priſoners now in the Tower, confined 
£ on a charge of High Tre 

*© nication. with any perſon, without an order from his 
4 Majelty's moſt honourable Privy Council, notified to 
the officer commanding in the Tower, nor is pen, ink, 
9 2 books, or newſpapers to be permitted the pri- 
4 ſonets, without a ſpecial order.” 5 
; 1 1% « Signed J. YORKE.,” 

« May 20, 1794.” OY 

By-application to the Privy Council, books, pens, ink, 
paper, and newſpapers, were allowed under certain re- 
{triQtions, and ſome of my relations were admitted to viſi 
me twice a week, for two hours each time, in the pre- 
ſence of the Gentleman Jailor, or his deputy. 

After eight days reſidence at the Yeoman Porter's, I 
was removed to one of the Towns, which was origi- 
nally intended, and frequently made uſe of, as a priſon 
houſe, In this ſituation my window commanded the 
Tower-wharf, which certainly poſſeſſed many advantages, 


but, at the ſame time, ſubje&ted me, in the early part of 


my impriſonment, to the groſſeſt inſults from the paſ- 
ſengers. The epithets of Jacobin, Democrat, King-killer, 
with others, in the moſt diſguſting and indecent language, 
were very liberally applied. This, however, gradually 
ſubſided, when inſtead of outrage, the ſpeQators evidently 
appeared to conſider me rather an objeft of pity. 

In a few. weeks I obtained the - indulgence of walking 


upon the leads of the houſe, where I not only enjoyed all 


the advantages of the refreſhing breezes from the Thames, 
but had alſo the benefit of exerciſe and amuſement, which 
a ſmall garden could afford. TGF 

Towards the end of July, application was made to the 
Lords of the Council, that I might be admitted to bail; 
it being well known that ſeveral perſons connected with 
the Societies, and who had been arreſted by warrants for 
High Treaſon, were at liberty, either on their own re- 


cognizance, or by the ſurety of their friends. To this 
1 the Privy Council did not condeſcend to make any 
an | {” | / 


y : 


UWET, . *' | s 
My brother, to whom I am under the greateſt obliga- 
tions through the whole of my, impriſonment, immed. 
| ately requeſted for me the liberty of walking within 7 
. * LR...” 


eaſon, are not allowed commu- 
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circuit of the Tower, which was; in a few days, 
to me, and all the priſoners, with the ſtricteſt injunctions 
that they ſhould not be permitted to ſpeak to each other, 
nor to any perſon, excepting the Warders who. atte 
us.“ | | 
I ſhould not feel ſatisfied in concluding this narrative, 
without adding, that from ColonsL YoRKkE,.the Go- 
vernor of the Tower, we received every indulgence, of 
which cloſe impriſonment would admit. 
1 ſhall now detain the reader while I make a few gene- 
ral obſervations on my own political conduct... 7 . 
The principles of freedom which characterized our 
fore- fathers, are certainly not of the order of the day. 
The doctrines which ſeated the Prinee of Orange on the 
Britiſh Throne, and which have ſecured the crown to, the 
ſent reigning family, are not only «nfa/hionable, but 
have, in ſome inſtances, heen puniſhed with unexampled 
rigour. t | | ' * 


* Copy of the Orders of his Majeſty's moſt Honourable Priy 
Council, given at the Council hamber, Whitehall, the zoth 
of July, 1794- $606. 

L Tt is this day ordered by their Lordſhips, that the Governor, 

.« or Deputy Governor, of his r ower of London, do; 

« permit the priſoners, now in the ſaid Tower, to walk occaſion. 

4% ally upon the. parade, or the ramparts, or ſome other conve- 

<< nient place, within che circuit of the {aid Tower; at ſuch times 

« as the Governor, N Governor, ſhall appoint, pro- 

« yided they be attended each of them by a warder, not 

* ſuffered, without 2 order, to ſpeak to one Tauber, or, 

+ with .ady ber pere than the eee eee 

them.“ i £7 


” 
4 + 


Orders for the Warders, Auguſt 4, 1794. 
The warders attending on-the ſtate prifoners are deſired to 
« pay the moft particular attention to the orders of his Majeſty's 
„ moſt honourable I Council of the zoth of laſt month, and 
« that na one, may plead want of proper information, the Teoman 
4% Portier, in the preſence. of the Gentleman Jailor, is to read the 
« order every Monday morning to the warders before they are 
« put upon quty with the priſoners. The warders may bs a 

« any ** of duty in their attendance, will not be paſſed 
% over. In walking out with them, they are not to go into an 
« houſe either inhabited, or empty, nor arly of the arm̃ories, an 
% that they return ta theſr lodgings at rezreat Bean. s. 


By order of Col. YORKE, Deputy Governor of the Tower, 
+ The reader is particularly referred to the Sermpns and Trials 
y of the Rev. Wm. « interbotham. N A a * * 1 P 


* ; 1 
* 8 | 
- * * 
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To thefe principles, as thoſe upon which all juſt govern · 
ment is founded, I have never fcrupled to avow an 
attachment ;—an attachment wick is not the <ffe& of 
ſudden impreſſions, but the confequence of inſtructions 
which TI imbibed in early youth. I can remember no- 
thing of earlier date than the honeſt indignation of a late 
highly reſpected parent, againſt the meaſures taken to 
enſlave our brethren acrofs the Atlantic. From him I 
one to conſider the cauſe of America, as the cauſe of 
MAN, | 

His gratitude to the oppoſers of that unnatural and ma- 
lignant war was unbounded. The names of CHATHAM, 
CAMDEN, and their co- adjutors, (the Jacobins of that day) 
were dear to his heart, and the continual theme of his raiſe. 
From that period, then, I may date my attachment to 
the principles of freedom ; it increaſed in proportion to my 
years; nor can I call to my recollection a moment in my 
life, when my feelings were not abhorrent of arbit 
ay; and the means by which it is ſupported. This 
being the caſe, it will not appear ſtrange, that, at a pe- 
riod when the diſcuſſions on the fubject of Civil Liberty 
became almoſt univerſal, 'my attention ſhould be forcibly 
drawn to the point” in diſpute. Sullen, indeed, muſt be 
the 1 of that man, who can ſtand unmoved amidſt 
the diſcordant and claſhing opinions which are the ſub- 
jects of debate in the preſent day. | 
To the found of Freedom's voice my heart always vi- 
| brated; and, imagining that the conſtitution of my coun- 
try was built upon the generous Principles of Liberty, 

and that this was ſtill the land for free inquiry, I never 
heſitated to avow with frankneſs and boldneſs, all my po- 
Htical opinions. | 4 
What 1 felt myſelf, I thought it my duty to make 
others feel; I endeavoured, therefore, to diffuſe con- 
ſtitutional knowledge among my fellow citizens. And 
the more effeQually to do this, T joined the SocterTY 
FOR CoNSTITUTIONAL ' INFORMATION, the publica- 
tions of which had been Fer into my hands, and to the 
principles of which 1 moſt cordially aſſented. SHLT 
'  Confidering how much abuſe has been heaped upon 
that Aſſociation, it may not be improper to inſert an ex- 
tract from their firſt report, 90 25 
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1% In the mouerable Conſtitution handed down to us 
% through a long ſucceſſion of ages, this is the baſis and 
% vital principle, Laws To BIND ALL, MUST, BE As- 
« SENTED TO BY ALL,” 

% As every Engliſhman has an equal imheritance in 
« thoſe Laws, and that Conſtitution which has been pro- 
+. vided for their deſcnce, it is, therefore, neceſſary that 
every Engliſhman ſhould know what that Confiitution 
e 333, when it is ſafe; and when it is endangered."”. 

& To diffuſe this knowledge univerfally through the 
„ realm, to circulate it through every village and hamlet, 
«and even to introduce it into the humble dwelling of 
the cattager, is the wiſh and the hope of this Society. 
«« They truſt it is a with that will be approved by all good 
% men, and that it is a, hope not ill- founded in a country 
% whoſe Love of Liberty is its characteriſtic; and where 
ge every thing generous and in favour of that Liberty, is 
& congenial with the warmeſt feelings of the People. 

To promote Conſtitutional Knowledge, then, amon 
their countrymen, appears to have deen the great object 
of this Society in its inſtitution, And if the focial 
compact be intended for the benefit of aii, without diſtinc- 
tion of rank, the human mind cannot imagine an object 
of higher importance, than that intended by the “ So- 
« CIETY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION». 

It was reſerved for the author of the Reflettions,” * to 
vilify and calumniate the principle, which delights in the 
diffuſion of the bleflings of knowledge, among the lower, 
and more numerous ranks of ſociety. Perverted muſt be 
his mind, who can ſuppoſe a man leſs fitted for the duties 
of life, by being able to comprehend the rights to which 
he has a claim, In every ſituation, he who knows what, 
and where his intereſt is, will be careful to purſue and pro- 
mate it, by every mean in his power. Let him feel the 
importance and advantages Which reſult from the Laws 
= Conſtitution of his country, and he will have the 
firongeſt motives to obey the one, and defend the other. 
Let him but exerciſe his reaſon and underſtanding, in 
matters of national concern, and he will enjoy a ſatisfac- 
tion in ſubmitting to the authority of the Law. Inftead 
of [WW he. will reſpe& "ne ats he Fon 
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which hold the reins of government, as neceſſary to ſe- 
cure the general happineſs. | | 61 
A diffuſion of Political Knowledge, then, appears to be 
an object of the utmoſt importance, in ſecuring the ſtability 
of all good governments. To purſue theſe reflections far- 
ther, would have the appearance of a defence of my own 
eonduct, or that of the Society of which I was a member, 
on which I do et mean to enter. An impartial inveſti- 
gation by a Jury of the Country will, I doubt not, do 
ample juſtice to both. - 

As this narrative is drawn up previouſly to, and in- 
_ tended for publication immediately after, my trial, -I have 
endeavoured to render it as free as poſſible from any ob- 
ſervations which might tend to bias the public opinion. 
The facts are ſtated without comment. Many circum- 
ſtances are omitted, which tended to aggravate the rigour 
of cloſe impriſonment ; being anxious only to exhibit the 
general outlines of thoſe ſteps which have been taken in 
the preſent Proſecutions for High Treaſon. 

Oct. 27. 1794. 
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To what was written in the Tower ſhould be added, 
that late in the evening of the 23d of October, informa- 
tion was given to the priſoners that on the next day they 
would be removed to the jail of Newgate, Accordingly 
at eight o'clock in the morning of the 24th, the Sheriffs, 
attended by the City-marſhals, conſtables, &c. came to 
the Tower, and demanded by a writ of habeas corpus, 
the bodies of Tho. Hardy, John Horne Tooke, John Au- 

ſtus Bonney, Steward Kyd, Jeremiah Joyce, John 
Richer, n Thelwall, who being eſcorted to the 
outer gate by a guard of ſoldiers, were delivered by the 
Governor of the Lower to the cuſtody of Mr. Sheriff 
Eamer and Mr. Sheriff Burnett, upon receiving proper 
receipts. About ten o'clock they were each provided with 


_ ſeparate rooms in Newgate, which were very inferior to 
thoſe in the Tower. | 


On the 25th, the perſons above named, together with 
Tho. Holcroft and John Baxter, were taken to the Seſſi- 


ons houſe in the Old Bailey, and arraigned upon one 


indictment, copies of which had been previouſly deli- 


vered to each of them; to which, after a few obſervations, 


they all pleaded Net guilty, and put themſelves on their 


, country for trial, 
The 
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ing of the guery was both “ /imple and innocent, 


| ta) 
True trial of Mr. Hardy commenced on Tueſday, Oct. 
28, and, contrary to the cuſtom in criminal caſes, conti= 
nued, with adjournments, until Nov. 5, when he was 
acquitted, The Court then adjourned to the 17th of Nov. 
when the Trial of Mr. Tooke commenced; which was 
concluded at a quarter. paſt eight in the. evening of th 
22d, with the verdict of .xoT-GUILTY., © "The burſt 
« exclamation that took place in the Court, upon this ver- 
c dict, and which the judges neither tried to repreſs or 
e reprove, was the ſignal of acquittal to the multitudes 
« without. A ſympathetic ſhout broke from the maſs of 
«. the people, which was caught and echoed to every part 
« of the metropolis in an inſtant, No.telegraphe—no ar- 
1c tificial organ could convey the news with the electrical 
« velocity of their enthuſiaſm, It was known at the re- 
% moteſt corners of the town in a minute after the event, 
c and the ſatisfaction was as general, as the intereſt which 
e was felt in the Cauſe.” Morn. Chron: Nove 24, 1794. 
In the trial.of Mr, Tooke was given by Mr. Sharp a 
full explanation of the intercepted letter inſerted page 38 
of this Appendix. By which it appeared that the mean- 
* alluding 
merely to a liſt of ſine-cures which had been engroſſed by 
the Miniſter and his friends; and which Mr. Locke was 
to have collected from the Red Book. 5 ; 
' The Lord Chief Juſtice ſeemed to doubt, whether 
Mr. Sharp's explanation was ſufficient to account for the 
language of the letter. The ſtile in which it was written 
| who confeſſed to have been careleſs in the extreme; 
but it ſhould be remembered, that it was written in the 
confidence of friendſhip, and it evidently alluded to ſome - 
thing which had been previouily agreed on. And though 
the aſſertions of a perſon accuſed and indicted, can have 
| but little weight, yet 1 pledge my ſelf, that, on my own 
trial, for which I am anxiouſly waiting, the moſt ſatis- 
factory evidence Thall be adduced to demonſtrate that the 
 grery referred to nothing but the written liſt of ſinecures, 
which Mr. Tdoke had promiſed to collect and arrange. 
State Side, Newgate, . | N ooo 
3 Nov. 23, 1794 
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